

April 4, 2026
Dr. Willie
Fax#:  989-802-5955
RE:  Paul Knapp
DOB:  09/08/1949
Dear Dr. Willie:

This is a followup for Mr. Knapp with chronic kidney disease, diabetic nephropathy and hypertension.  Last visit in October.  Has seen cardiology Dr. Martindale.  Did not tolerate Entresto, discontinued.  Chronic dyspnea, obesity and hoarseness of the voice, treated for middle ear infection.  Hard of hearing.  Problems of worsening creatinine and potassium.  Decreased aldosterone antagonist.  Fluctuating edema, adjusted diuretics up and down.  Received three units of packed red blood cells.  Five pounds weight loss on the hospital admission.  Weight at home around 244 and 247.  Trying to do salt restriction.  Has morbid obesity and edema.
Review of Systems:  Other review of systems negative.

Medications:  Medication list is reviewed, hydralazine, felodipine, diuretics, eplerenone, Eliquis, Farxiga and bicarbonate.
Physical Examination:  Present weight 254 and blood pressure 155/50.  Minor tachypnea.  Minor JVD.  Distant breath sounds.  No wheezing.  No pericardial rub.  Distant heart tones.  Stable edema.  Hard of hearing.  Voice hoarseness, which is baseline.  Looks weak.
Labs:  Most recent chemistries March 20, creatinine 1.71, which is baseline and GFR 41.  Normal sodium and potassium.  Mild metabolic acidosis 20 with high chloride.  Poor protein and albumin.  Normal calcium.  Liver function test not elevated.  Stable anemia 9.2.
Assessment and Plan:  CKD stage IIIB, presently stable, no progression and no indication for dialysis.  Plans for aortic valve replacement postpone indefinitely.  He has a failed trial of left-sided appendage ligation watchman amulet.  They are discussing more about ablation procedure at University of Michigan.  He has underlying atrial fibrillation.  Continue salt, fluid restriction and diuretics.  Did not tolerate Entresto because of worsening creatinine and potassium.  Medications were adjusted as indicated above.  He has anemia without external bleeding.  Has received packed red blood cells.  He has preserved ejection fraction.  Prior stress testing, no ischemia but has a large lateral fix defect.  I did not change medications.  All issues discussed at length with the patient and wife.
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All above issues were discussed with the patient. Education provided, questions answered to patient's satisfaction. Patient verbalized understanding.

Sincerely,

JOSE FUENTE, M.D.
JF/vv
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